
Anyone called to a 
ministry such as 

Believers Stewardship 
Services (BSS) quickly 
learns of the impact of 
Larry Burkett. He may be 
more responsible than 
anyone for awakening the 
Church in North America 
to the importance of 
biblical finance. 

didn’t see either country anywhere in Bible 
prophecy. But he did know the place of the 
United States and Canada in history. Ours, 
he said, is the task of funding the spread of 
the Gospel around the world. 

You will have to take 
my word for this 
because I cannot find 
any record of this 
outside of my memory 
banks. Regardless, the 
response was right 
on the mark and left 
me with a heart for 
supporting missions 
work ever since.
 
Back in late December 
and early January, 
I joined a short-
term missions team  
organized by Believers 
Chapel in Augusta, 
Georgia. Every year for 
more than a decade now, 
several in the fellowship 
there have led a team down to Veracruz in 
Mexico. 

Mexico is a country of roughly 129 million 
people. Veracruz is one of thirty-one states 
in the country and boasts a population of 

Larry was a best-selling author and 
appeared on numerous television 
programs. His books sold tens of 
millions of copies and his various radio 
programs were carried on over 1,100 
stations globally. He published over 70 
titles.1

Back in the early 1990’s, I remember 
watching an interview of Larry Burkett. 
He was asked by the host of the show, 
where he saw the United States and for 
that matter, Canada, in Bible Prophecy. 
It was an interesting question – Larry’s 
response was profound. He said that he 

just over 8.1 million. The full name of the 
state is Veracruz de Ignacio de la Llave. 
Veracruz comes from the Latin Vera Crux, 
meaning “True Cross”. 

The team spent its time here with activities 

centered on the mountains surrounding the 
towns of Rio Blanco (population of roughly 
40,000), Orizaba (roughly 122,000) and 
Zongolica (about 26,000). The eldership in 
the assemblies in Rio Blanco and Zongolica 
did the heavy lifting organizing the Gospel 
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Part of the American team with their Mexican co-laborers at Paso de Aguila
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outreach campaigns and Bible teaching. 
Their seventeen American visitors for the 
week simply participated in an outreach that 
has been going on for some while.

The primary focus of the team’s evangelistic 
efforts involved the Nahuatl People of 
Central Mexico. Numbering nearly 1.5 million 
across several Latin American nations, this 
group is essentially the descendants of the 
Aztecs and those tribes indigenous to the 
area.

In the past three decades as many as 21 
assemblies may have sprung up among the 
Nahuatl villages. Even the week we were 

there, the saints dedicated the land for their 
first Bible camp in the village of Xoxocotla. 

“So shall My Word be that goes 
forth from My mouth; it shall 
not return to Me void, but it shall 
accomplish what I please, and 
it shall prosper in the thing for 
which I sent it.”        – Isaiah 55:11 

The foundation for much of this was built 
on the Bible translation work done by David 
and Joy Tuggy. They first came to Mexico in 
1970. David is a field linguist and member 
of the Summer Institute of Linguistics (SIL). 
David and Joy are associated with Wycliffe 
Bible translators. They are in fellowship in 

one of the local assemblies. 
 
There are considerable 
differences among the varieties 
of Nahuatl languages, which can 
make it a nightmare for a Bible 
translator. For one thing, the 
language has no passive voice. 
For another, idioms can take on 
completely different meanings 
from one dialect to the next. 
Still, the language has had a 
great influence on many other 
languages. The following words 
in English have a Nahuatl origin: 
“avocado”, “chili”, “chocolate”, 
“coyote”, “peyote”, and “tomato”.
While there have been efforts 
over the years, the first 
translation of the entire Bible 
into one of the Nahuatl dialects 

When God created Adam and Eve 
He created them with the ability to 

communicate, both with Himself and with 
each other. This communication between 
men was disrupted because of man’s pride 
at the Tower of Babel. But on the day of 
Pentecost, when the Church was born, there 
was a miraculous moment when believers 
of various languages understood each 
other as they all spoke of the “wonderful 
works of God” (Acts 2:11).

Last year my assembly was blessed with 
the addition of twenty Congolese refugees. 

These individuals face tremendous 
difficulty in starting a life in America. 
Among the many challenges is the language 
barrier. While our chapel has been helping 
them with their practical needs, including 
English lessons, we have also sought to 
bless them spiritually. Our Congolese 
friends faithfully come each Sunday and 
sit through meetings even though they 
barely understand anything. Recognizing 
this to be a problem, some in our assembly 
researched various translation services. As 
a result, we have begun to use Microsoft 
Translator, a free cloud-based service.

We access Microsoft Translator via the link 
translator.microsoft.com (a downloadable 
desktop version is also available) on the 
chapel sound system computer, which also 
receives audio input from our microphones. 
We start a “conversation” which generates 
a Conversation Code. Individuals can join 
the conversation on their laptop or hand-
held device by downloading the app and 
entering the Conversation Code. They can 
then choose into which language they 
would like the conversation translated (62 
different languages are available). The 
translator service then captures everything 
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was completed by David back in 1978. As 
more Nahautl came to know Christ as Savior, 
it greatly sped up the time involved in doing 
the translation work. This is because David 
began to build and oversee a team of local 
believers who assisted in the translation 
of the Scriptures. There are twelve active 
dialects of Nahuatl. At this point, some nine 
have major portions of the New Testament 
translated in their language. Three of 
these also have major portions of the Old 
Testament completed. 

“How beautiful upon the 
mountains are the feet of him 
who brings good news, who 
proclaims peace, who brings 
glad tidings of good things, 
who proclaims salvation, who 
says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’” 
                – Isaiah 52:7

So here’s to doing and funding the work of 
the Gospel around the globe! At Believers 
Stewardship Services we are in a position, 
through our Donor Advised Fund offering, to 
be used by you to support local fellowships 
of believers and Bible camps and other 
not-for-profit works of the Lord in other 
countries. Your gifting through us allows us 
to issue you a tax-deductible receipt in this 
country, and to send those funds to local 
fellowships of believers, Bible camps, and 
other not-for-profit works overseas. ¡

1https://www.jashow.org/articles/christian-living/

biblical-scriptures-for-reflectiontrue-wealth/
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said into the microphone and translates it 
into text in the chosen language onto the 
individual’s hand-held device.

While our initial reason for using Microsoft 
Translator was to help our Swahili-speaking 
Congolese friends, we have discovered 
many others benefiting from the service. 
Not only do we have other internationals 
who use the service to translate into their 
preferred language, but we also have 
several believers in our assembly who are 
hard of hearing or deaf and use the closed 
captioning service. This service has been 

a tremendous breakthrough for some who 
have not been able to hear ministry or 
thoughts shared at the Lord’s Supper for 
decades.

My chapel has been blessed by the use 
of this new technology for both non-
English speakers and those who are hard 
of hearing as we join together to speak of 
the “wonderful works of God.” We hope 
that other assemblies can also benefit from 
Microsoft Translator. ¡
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My daughter portrayed 
Julia Child in her 

school’s “wax museum”—
an educational exercise in portraying a 
biographical figure. As often happens when 
kids learn new things, their parents do also. 
I learned that Julia Child was a Pasadena, 
California native who grew up, got married, 
and began her second career as a French 
trained cook and cookbook authoress in 
Paris. Today she is known for her work as 
a cook and teacher and even as a television 
personality.

In 1995, upon considering her full and 
famous life as well as her advanced age, 
Julia Child established The Julia Child 
Foundation for Gastronomy and the Culinary 
Arts to further her impact as a teacher and 
mentor after her death. The Foundation 
not only grants funds to other non-profit 
organizations and presents awards, but also 
protects and continues her very personal 
legacy. In fact, I read that the Foundation is 
an aggressive guardian of her estate. The 
Foundation is known for its diligent and 
aggressive protection of Child’s image and 
life’s work.

You and I may not be as wealthy or renowned 

as Julia Child. Still, we all have a legacy. 
Your legacy is your estate, your assets, 
your likeness, and even your intellectual 
and creative property. When you become 
incapacitated or die, your nominated 
agents under your Will or Trust become the 
protectors of such things. That’s right, your 
agents not only do the work of paying your 
creditors and distributing your assets, they 
also protect your image and carry on your 
legacy.

You and I may not be as 
wealthy or renowned as 

Julia Child. Still, we all have 
a legacy. 

We, at Believers Stewardship Services, Inc., 
would encourage you to review your estate 
planning documents with these thoughts in 
mind: Does the corporation or persons you 
have chosen to act as your Trustee have 
the ability and trustworthiness to settle 
your affairs, distribute your assets to your 
beneficiaries, and also be knowledgeable 
or savvy enough to protect your legacy 
and carry on your life’s work in the way you 
would want it done? If not and you would 
like assistance, please contact us. ¡
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What do you and Julia Child 
have in Common?  by Ella Gentile



Ministry Spotlight:  Emmaus International

What is Emmaus International (Emmaus 
Correspondence School)?
Through most of its 75 years, it’s been 
known as Emmaus Correspondence 
School (ECS Ministries), as nearly 100% 
of its ministry was through Emmaus 
Correspondence Courses. As it has 
continued to grow and respond to God’s 
leading, the words “Correspondence” and 
“School” no longer define every aspect 
of the ministry. As ECS reflected on its 
historic identity, and the incredible impact 
of God’s work around the world through the 
courses, it became clear that a new name 
was needed because: “Our story is Emmaus. 
Our impact is international. We are Emmaus 
International.”

Open Positions
BSS is looking for a 
full-time Junior Staff 
Accountant who can 
work remotely. Please 
view the job description 
at:

www.bssmatters.org/
open-positions

Where does Emmaus International 
operate?
Although headquartered in Dubuque, Iowa, 
it has a presence in over 100 countries and 
its courses have been translated into over 
80 different languages. Many missionaries 
use the courses as an integral part of their 
evangelism and discipleship efforts. In 
addition to the international work, Emmaus 
International is also found in over 3,000 
prisons in North America. Since 1942, over 
43 million courses have been distributed 
and about 72% of those courses are returned 
for grading.

How is Emmaus International funded?
The reality is that the places where the work 
is growing fastest are also the poorest. This 
includes both the work in the U.S. prisons as 
well as in many countries around the world. 
Please pray that these essential ministries 
would continue to grow and that the Lord’s 
people would continue to provide prayer and 
financial support.

What are Emmaus International’s plans 
for the future?
Emmaus International has had a growing 
burden for the church in North America. 
Specifically, it is convinced that if believers 
begin to study the Word of God for 
themselves in a personal and systematic 
way and put into practice the commands 
given by the Lord, they will be strengthened 
as believers and as churches. Emmaus 
International has launched two new 
programs as resources for the local church.
Visit its website at EmmausInternational.
com for more information on the LIT (Life 
in Truth) Discipleship plans as well as the 
Emmaus Road, a self-paced course of study 
designed for every believer. ¡
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